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Eyewitness to Tim Samaras, Severe Tim's Tips for
a Tornado Storms Researcher Staying Safe




e
L
.......

T . . pp— T — —— S — o——— R —

an i
.....
g B

w-‘_ BB e Article

W@@upher Siegel

12 :-_Eyawitness to a Tornado News Article
‘Compiled by Lara Winegar

18 Tim Samaras, Severe Storms Researcher Interview
by Christopher Siegel

28 Tim's Tips for Staying Safe How-To Article
by Tim Samaras

32 Discuss



Identifying
and

Describing the
Problem

Mational Geographic:
What inspired you to
study severe storms,

specifically tornadoes?

Tim Samaras: It all started
when I was about six years old
and I saw the fantastic tornado
in The Wizard of Oz. In the
movie, the whirling, twisting
tornado picked up the entire
house—Dorothy and Toto,
included! I became fascinated
with tornadoes from then on.
Later in life, I began to chase
storms in Tornado Alley. Now,
studying severe storms is my
passion. I find each new storm to

be as fascinating as the first.
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People are keeping safety in mind as
they rebuild Joplin. Basements and
storm shelters are being built. Storm
shelters are designed to hold up
during strong winds. They also
protect against flying debris that
can cause damage or injury during

a tornado.

This tragedy caused the people of
Joplin a lot of sadness. But this
community is planning for the future.
They are building storm shelters and
making emergency plans. The next time

there is a severe weather warning,

the PEOPIE of .Iaplm will be reudg. ST /\ Tornado damage is evident immediately
] after the tornado (top photo). Progress in
clean up and repair is evident in the same
place a few weeks later (lower photo).

' One year after the tornado, the
area below looks much different
from May 23, 2011.




Discuss

1. How does the information you read about in the interview with

Tim Samaras relate to the other selections?

2. What new ideas or concepts about tornadoes did you learn about
from this book?

3. Inwhatways do you think science, technology, engineering, and

math are related in understanding severe storms better?

4. \\/hat are some things you could do to stay safe in the event of

atornado?

5. What other questions do you have about tornadoes? Where could

you find answers to your questions?
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