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A Folktale from China
Retold by Andrea Seargent




For months, Cheng tries to make his seed
grow. He waters it. He gives it plant food.
He even talks to the seed. Nothing works!

“Now | have to return to the palace,
says Cheng. “But | only have an empty pot!
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At the palace, all the gardeners have
beautiful plants.

"Where is your plant?” the emperor asks Cheng.

“| worked very hard. | planted it in good soil.
| watered it every day,” says Cheng. “But it didn't grow.
| only have an empty pot for you.”
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“Then you win the contest!" says the emperor.
“The seeds | gave everyone were dead. The seeds can
not grow. All the other gardeners tried to trick me.

Only you are good and honest. So you will be the
next emperor!”
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Facts About Plants

Most plants and trees come from seeds.
Seeds and plants have different parts.

embryo

Parts of a Seed

A seed has a baby plant inside
it. This is called an embryo.
The embryo has food around it
that helps it grow. When it is in
soil, the seed needs water and
sunlight to grow. 1t starts as a
tiny plant, called a seedling.

Parts of a Plant

The seedling grows into

a plant. The plant gets

water and food from

the soil through its roots

The stem brings water

| and food from the

| roots to the leaves
and flowers. The
leaves also use sunlight
to make more food.

flower
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Plants start as seeds. Then those seeds grow into plants,
and those plants make more seeds. This process is called

a life cycle.

Life Cycle of an Apple

Apples have seeds in them. A tiny seedling grows
from the seed. In a few years, the seedling becomes
a tree. The tree grows buds. Flowers grow from the
buds. Then apples grow where the flowers were.
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AMERICAN ENGLISH

The Emperor gives a seed to each gardener in the village, telling
the gardeners that the person who grows the most beautiful
plant will become the next Emperor. Young Cheng cares for his
seed, but no plant grows. How can Cheng win the contest?

Created by National Geographic Learning, the Our World readers are six levels of original stories,
folktales, myths, and non-fiction from around the globe. Following the readings are fun facts and

activities that bring the reading experience together in a way that fascinates, educates, and informs.

The Mirror Stormalong and the Giant Octopus
A Folktale from Korea Based on an American Tall Tale
The Empty Pot Sweet Surprises: Accidental
A Folktale from China FOOd Inventions
Rhodopis . Hurum’s Hobby
A Fairy Tale from Egypt
The Tug-of-War
Tender Flower and the Medicine A Folktale from Africa
A Native American Folktale
The Green Rabbit

A Fairy Tale from Mexico

National Geographic Learning, part of Cengage
Learning, provides customers with a portfolio of ISBN-13: 978-1-133-730k2-0

quality materials for PreK-12, academic, and adult II 00
730620

education. It provides instructional solutions
for EFL/ESL, reading and writing, science, social

studies, and assessment, spanning early childhood
through adult in the U.S. and global markets.

Visit ngl.cengage.com
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